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When Uschi Felix brought out her first foray into internet language learning – “Virtual Language Learning: Finding the Gems Amongst the Pebbles” – we eagerly listed those sites relevant to us on our web page www.speakanything.com.

I am a partner in a language school in London, UK and we have had many compliments on our web site, especially the links to the myriad academic and commercial sites we were first put onto courtesy of Uschi and Language Australia.

Now, we have her latest book “Beyond Babel” which expands on the material included in “Gems” but is a completely new book and includes a CD with all the site address ready for easy access use on your computer 

She could perhaps be called the first virtual language critic. If you want to know what you can expect from a language site and how to use it – this is the book. You can go into a web site after having looked it up in “Beyond Babel” and know pretty much exactly what to expect and how to use it.

This means that whatever level you are at in a language you can use the book to find the site best suited to your needs. Believe me, this is going to save anyone enormous amounts of surf time. 

Often when using the web I find myself in the position of knowing that what I need is out there somewhere, but finding it is beyond the bounds of “get a life”. With this book you can go some of the way toward knowing what you are getting into.

But this book is a lot more. The first part details the practicalities and sense of investing in academic web resources. Included is in-depth information on various web sites; their usefulness and effect. 

Most of these studies include the rationales behind the setting up of the site and a description of the building process, including budgets and timelines. There is also all kinds of detailed information about how the site was used, number of hits and reasons for the visits.

A lot of this information has to have uses beyond language learning – slipping into the sort of data useful to web page designers.

The third part of the book consists of two studies describing the effect of web based learning on the people using the using the resources – a bit dry and academic for me but from my non-academic point of view I think this is really a strength in the book.

On the one hand, “Beyond Babel” is an academic work written for other academic language professionals. On the other, as we have demonstrated over the past three years with our web site, there is a need for people to know what is out there in virtual reality, and this book serves as both a practical map for any age and level of language enthusiast, and a serious academic treatise on the use and uses of web based language learning.

So, congratulations again to Uschi Felix and her army of contributors; another fine job. 

